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25X1A6a H_c_qm. The following report covering the activities of Spanish
pubilleans in Venezuela from October 1947 through Lovember 1948 was prepared
for the Provisional President of Venezuela, Carlos Delgado Chalbaud. After
‘reniing the document, Delgndo Chalbaud stated that it verified previous
information he had received.)

1. On 2 October 1947, the U. S. Army Transport GENTRAL STURGIS, which had been
chartered by the IR0, docked in Puerto Cabello. It carried 820 immigrants to
Venezuola fron the U. S. and British zones of Austria and a group of 170
Spanish rofugees, nost of whom wore a badge {printed in English) of the
"Friends of Venszusla Society". They hold a nolitieal meeting on board ship
nrior to landing, during whish there wore frequent shouts of "Viva lo Republica
Espanola”, "Vive Venezuela®, and "Viva la Acoion Democratieca". At that time
it wae noted that many of the Smaniards spoke very roor Spanish, although they
had Snanish names and carried Spanish Republican papers. During the voyape,
the commander of the transport had received mmerous renorts from the other
passengers to the cffect that thare were many subversive agents in the Spanish
group. -

2. After landing, the Spuniards nmoved to El Trompillo. Subsequent reports stated
that there were many Poles, Russians, Yugoslavs s Caechs, and others in the
group and that thelr conversations indicated that the men had been members of
the Gommunist International Brigade during the Spanish Civil War. After the
group had been at tho camp about a week, thers was trouble between then, the
other imigrants, end the canp administration. This eaused them to be roved to
Sen llateo, from where the ITIC dispersed them throughout Venezuela by
finding jobs for them. The apparent leader of the Spanish group was Henrique
Pratz, aged 35, from Barcelona. SR

3. OSimilar groups arrived on the GENERAL STEWART and the GEMERAL BLACK en 12
December 1947 and 17 February 1948, respeotively. The corranders of the ships
reported on arrival that they had been informsd of the presence of many sube
versive agents among the Spaniards, but that none was identified. Some of the
suhversive a-ents were reported to have received special training in Yugoslavia
and the USSR Zone of Austria. The agents supposedly infiltrated the British
and American Zones of Austris and secured passapge from thaore to VYenezuela.

CLASSIFICATION ¢ I OTICE: THIS DISTRIBUTION LISTING MUST BE

: CIA-RDP82-00457RBD2 258

Date: L




4.

7'

9.

Approved For Release 1999/@%RDP82'—00457R002200520003-ﬂ5x1Azg

i'ost of the S+anish Rembliecan imiprants to Venezuela oripinated in Franee,
Portugal, French 'iorth 1frica, and Ttaly. The Venazuelan official raspomsible
for rnting viaas to the irmiprants 18 Jose Padron Irazabal » the Chief of the
Jenaonelan I'ission in france. e wor's closely with inir-w Cordova, Chiasf of
the Tatin irorisan Saction of the IR0 in %emeva, vho arrans for the moverents,
The number of Snwandsh fmmiprants schednled to leave Trance in December 1948
roached the fimre of 1600. Padron was selecting ther and oprovidine then with
visas, while Jordovy arrangs? to sseure two shins. The nlans were te-morarily
suspended in ovarber because the rvnid influx of immirrants in pact months had
wroved to be immossible for the eomnbry to absorb., The eollanse of the
fovernmont's lan? colonization nrosram was 2 contributing £-ctor.

The PORTUGAL, the LUGiNO0, the CABOT, the LATCOBA, the CAIRO, an? the XO0IZ'INOS

ar~ ships which arrive in Jeneszuels every -onth from “ronean norte. Jach one ]
has earriod fron 50 to 100 3panish Reoiblican refugees vho were lagally authorized
to. entor the country. The CAIRO an? the LOMHINOS, flying the Pan~manian flag,

are onerated by the Zarati Steamship Gompany, an? were earrying illeml Jewish
immiprante to Palestine wn er the name of Oriental Transnorts Compony until
rrrently. It is somewhat stri%ing that these shipa have heen divertad from the
Palostine to the Veneznela run. Acide from lemal irmmirrants, all the ships

~earriod certain myhors of stounmys, nost of vhon wers Snaninrds.

aleven Snanish stowaways were nown to have arrived on the G105 in Oetobsor
1943, Other irmirrants on the ship renorts? that it stoppzd at night of the
Venczuelan 2015t to unload contraband and poscibly men into sral' “oats which
cate alonpsids,” Three stowasays are ‘mown to have entered Jenzzuel~ illog-lly
fron the CGAIRO in Ilovember. ‘Thoce three » Who have not been identified; were
revort»d to hive been nrominont torrorists who had Pailed to obtain visas in
FPronee, - 'mt had raniged to board the ship with the assistance of other Snanish
irmiecrants aboard.

It would apnoar that the Spanish Rewnblican rovenent to Vonazuele is well
organize’ in the form of ‘a secret orgnnization of an international charicter with
consiferable financial breking., Sooioties like the "Frien’s of Venszuela" are
organized in the sarc way ns the "Frien's of Smaln", which onarated in Zurope
Anrinr an? after the Snanish Sivil Jar. The orfanization is helieved to be of
Comrmmist origin.

Although the IR0 office in Caracas is visited daily by dozens ~* !:rri-sente of
various natinnalities seekins assistane2, advice, and waloyment, Lhere has not
heen one ease on record for over a year of a Spanish rofugee requesting aid.

‘Intil quite recently, nrominent Spanish Republicans like Senor "lloa, Chiaf of
Colonization, and Senor Casals, Chief of Investigation, held “tay mositions within
the Im-irration Institute. Othor imigrants have reported that both thes~ men
had records in Spain indientin- thht they vere nrominent Corrumists.
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